
 

For the most up to date and accurate information please check out the WRDA website below. 

 

https://www.wrdaonline.org/ 

 

The Register of Deeds office cannot provide legal advice. If you need assistance drafting or 

interpreting legal documents, you can contact a Real Estate Attorney or a Title Company. 

 

What help can the Register of Deeds office provide for drafting real estate documents? 
The Register of Deeds office is charged with the duty of being an independent custodian 
of records relating to real estate. As such, the only area in which we can offer assistance 
is with general processing questions. We cannot assist you with the actual drafting of 
documents. We highly recommend that you obtain legal counsel for these transactions. 
 
Although several legal documents have been developed into fill-in-the-blank style forms 
and appear to be very easily completed, it is the answers to those fill-in-the-blank 
questions that are critically important. The appropriate answers can vary widely from 
person to person. Determining the correct answer for your situation constitutes legal 
advice. We are not licensed to practice real estate law. Furthermore, our role as 
custodian of the records prohibits us from assisting in the creation of the records. 
 

I have been told I need to get a legal description of my property. Where may I obtain one? 
The legal description of your property appears on your deed. While this seems simple 
enough, it can be complicated by two factors. If your property consists of a number of 
small parcels that have been combined over time, a simple concise legal description may 
not exist. The opposite can also be a problem. Your property may previously have been 
a large parcel from which smaller parcels were sold off.  
 
In both of these cases, several documents and some interpretation may be required to 
construct a legal description. If the history of your parcel fits into either of the above 
categories, you should contact a registered land surveyor for professional assistance in 
writing an accurate, up-to-date legal description. 
 

I am considering purchasing a parcel of real estate. How can I find out what liens, if any, have 
been filed against it? 

If you are borrowing money from a financial institution in order to purchase the real 
estate, a title search will be ordered by that financial institution well in advance of the 
closing. This search will reveal any outstanding liens. If no financial institution is 
involved, then you will want to contract directly with a title company for a complete title 
search. 
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Can I do my own title search? 
Strictly speaking, the answer is "yes". Practically speaking, however, the answer is 
probably "no". 
 
The records in the Register of Deeds office are open for public inspection. However, 
unless you are familiar with how real estate records are organized and the procedures 
to perform a Grantor/Grantee and a Tract Index search, it is recommended to hire a title 
company to perform the search. Additionally, there may be documents on file with 
other county offices that may impact the property in which you are interested. 
 

Can the Register of Deeds tell me if I have clear title? 
No. The Register of Deeds office is not authorized to render opinions regarding the 
status of title. Professional title examiners use the records in our office as well as 
searching records in other county offices to determine if the title is free and clear of 
encumbrances. 

 
Where can I find out about the easements on a specific property? 

Easements may be attached to any recorded document. Our office is not staffed to 
perform this type of search. They are usually noted in your title policy. If you are unable 
to locate this document, you may want to contact a professional title searcher to 
perform a search for you. A fee typically applies for this service. 

 
Above questions and more can also be found at: https://www.wrdaonline.org/faq 
 
 

https://www.co.walworth.wi.us/Faq.aspx?QID=137
https://www.co.walworth.wi.us/Faq.aspx?QID=137
https://www.wrdaonline.org/faq

